May 2021 Newsletter

Earlier this month, we hosted the very popular Mental Health and Wellness Day. If you missed any of
the sessions, you can watch them here. All but one of the sessions were from people in the data
platform community. The day was even better than we imagined it could be, and it was just what we
needed. We will have news about our next event soon.

The 2021 PASS Data Community SUMMIT will be held virtually November 8-19, 2021, and the call for
speakers is now open. We encourage you to submit a session. Redgate has stepped up to make this
event happen, but it will continue to be a community focused event. Popular features such as the
Women in Technology Keynote, Lightning Talks, and Community Zone will continue.

Each month, we feature a blogger, and this month it is Andrea Allred. Andrea is a Senior Database
Engineer Il at Henry Schein. In addition to her amazing database skills and fantastic blog, she is known
throughout the community for dressing up as a princess at events.

Please reach out by sending a message to dataplatformwit@gmail.com if you have a blog or
speaking event you would like us to feature in the newsletter.

Want to keep up with the group? You can also find us on Twitter @data_wit, Facebook, meetup,
YouTube, LinkedIn, and our site.

--Mala and Kathi

My First Trip...

My sister asked me if | could go along with her and her daughters on a trip to Cozumel. She has 22-year-
old twins and a 21-year-old. The trip was last weekend, and | can report that air travel is just as stressful
as it has always been. This is the first time | had been out of my area since February 2020.

I missed the first day of the trip because | decided | would check a bag while the others each brought a
backpack. That made sense, because | could bring all the liquids and anything that didn’t fit in their
backpacks. Because of computer issues, | spent two hours standing in line to check the bag and ended
up missing the flight. Luckily, | told my sister and her daughters to go on ahead without me, and | was
able to join them the next day.

Flying home at the end of the trip was better, but still quite stressful. We had to change flights in Dallas
and, of course, go through customs, recheck my bag, and go through security again. | knew that it was
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going to be difficult to make our connection and was so happy that our flight from Cozumel was about
30 minutes early. | told my travel companions to go on without me since they didn’t have a bag to wait
for and recheck.

DFW now has kiosks to scan your boarding pass instead of monitors for finding your gate. The kiosks
said one gate, but the app on my phone reported a different gate. | thought that the kiosk must be right,
and | made it to the gate shown on the kiosk with just minutes to spare. When | got there, | found that it
was not the right gate. OK, must be the one on my phone and | headed there. That was it! | called my
sister to give her an update. Eventually, we all made it to the correct gate (again, some luck -- our flight
was delayed), but | may have said some four-letter words in the meantime. If it weren’t for arriving early
and the delay, we would not have made it due to the wrong information.

We had a great time at the resort, eating (too much!), swimming, snorkelling, and just catching up. It
feels so good to spend time with extended family again and do some things that I've missed for over a
year. | am, however, starting to feel grateful that my life did have a slower pace the past year, and
maybe | will resist traveling so much from now on.

--Kathi
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Thanks to these companies who have helped our group!
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